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ICE PALACE RISES AGAIN 


7-story castle coming to Rice Park 
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TOP NEWS 


CONGRESS 
AVERTS A 
SHUTDOWN 


Spending bill 
keeps the lights on 
for now, but $81B 
disaster aid pack- 
age falters. A5 


U.N. rejects U.S. 
on Jerusalem 
On 128-9 vote, 
General Assembly 
condemns action 
by Trump. A5 


Car hits crowd 
in Australia 
Driver who injured 
19 was not moti- 
vated by terrorism, 
officials said. A3 


New tactics at 
U.S. border? 
Measures weighed 
to thwart new 
migrant surge. A5 


Facial scans 
raise issues 
Pilot program 
at U.S. airports 
violates privacy, 
report finds. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Deaf father’s 
case settled 
Fairview Health 
was sued for deny- 
ing interpreter 
services. B1 


Worse thana 
lump of coal 
One man’s solu- 
tion to package 
thieves? A dose of 
doo-doo. B1 


SPORTS 


Gophers top 
Oral Roberts 
Michael Hunt 
scored 10 points 
in his first start in 
77-63 victory. C8 


Crawford sets 
a fresh tone 
Wolves guard 
takes role to close 
out games. C1 


BUSINESS 


Jobs in state 
drop by 4,000 
Data typical for 
November, say 
officials, who hope 
for rebound. D1 


VARIETY 


Scott pulls off 
movie miracle 
Veteran director 
needed fast reac- 
tion after losing 
leading man. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Fidget spinners 
twirl from trendy 
toy to educational 
tool at a Brooklyn 
Park elementary 
school. B1 


OUTDOORS 


fribune 


Faw GO BOLD IN THE COLD 
Brrr? Schmrrr! Get out and have fun 


24° 9° 
Clouds, flurries and 
a creeping chill. B6 
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Elder abuse his top priority 


State’s interim health chief promises sweeping changes. 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


Just days after taking the 
helm as Minnesota’s acting 
health commissioner, Dan Pol- 
lock is pledging to make deep 
reforms to the state’s troubled 
system for handling allegations 
of abuse and neglect in senior 
care facilities. 

In an interview Thursday, 
Pollock said efforts to protect 


seniors — by accelerating inves- 
tigations of abuse and reducing 
the huge backlog of uninvesti- 
gated complaints — will be his 
“first, second and third priority” 
in his new role as state health 
chief. He said these efforts will 
include shifting the agency 
away fromits longtime reliance 
onacumbersome, paper-based 
system for handling elder abuse 
complaints, which has bogged 
down state investigators and 


frustrated families. 

Pollock took the helm of 
the state Health Department 
on Tuesday after the previ- 
ous health commissioner, Dr. 
Ed Ehlinger, abruptly resigned 
following published reports 
that suggested his agency was 
not doing enough to protect 
vulnerable seniors from abuse 
and neglect. 

“We have heard the message. 

See ABUSE on A8 > 


“Families want the 
investigations to happen 
in a timely way — and the 
only way that’s going to 
be possible is by doing this 


LEFT TO SUFFER: Read the five-part Star Tribune investigation at startribune.com/suffer. 


restructuring.” 
Dan Pollock 


LAST-MINUTE SHOPPING 
Dominique Miller selected items for customers at the Amazon Prime Now hub in Minneapolis on Thursday. 


Calendar has gift for retailers 


Story by KAVITA KUMAR and JOHN EWOLDT ° Photo by JERRY HOLT ° Star Tribune staff 


Ellen Hertz, owner of Max’s jewelry 
boutique in St. Louis Park, expects the 
calendar to work in her favor this week- 
end to help bring in a rush of last-minute 
holiday sales. 

Each Saturday since Thanksgiving has 
been busier than the one before, she said. 


“Finally some light for retailers in what 
has truly been a dark year,” Ken Perkins, 
president of Retail Metrics, wrote in a 
recent research note, alluding to the rash 
of retail bankruptcies and store closures 
that punctuated the first half of the year. 

“Even lines for pictures with Santa 


But while Christmas Eve is usually a wild 
card, she and other retailers are hoping 
that it being on a Sunday will bea last-min- 
ute boost. Hertz will open her store at 10 
a.m. that day, an hour earlier than normal. 

“We'll see,” she said. “We may be run- 
ning and running — or drinking coffee 


2017’S HOT 
HOLIDAY GIFTS 


e Google Home 


Claus have been longer this year,” he said. 

In fact, he said, holiday sales this year 
are shaping up to be the best in years. The 
steep declines in foot traffic in stores over 


staring at each other.” 

Retailers are heading into the final 
homestretch this weekend of what appears 
to have been a fairly strong holiday shop- 
ping season, bolstered by high consumer 
confidence, low unemployment and wage 
and housing gains. 


+ Fingerlings the last few years as more people shop 
+ LOL Surprise dolls online seem to have moderated this year 
even though Amazon continues to be a 

e Instant Pot 


major threat, he said. 
Now retailers will have one more big 
gust of wind in their sails this weekend. 


e Nintendo Switch 


* Family pajamas While the last Saturday before Christmas, 
often referred to as “Super Saturday” in 
Airport shopping:Local _industry-speak, is always one of the busiest 


makeover wins fans. D1 See SHOPPING on A8 > 


State AG: 
Fischbach 
can't stay 
in Senate 


Finding sets up a crucial 
fight for GOP seat at the 
Capitol and in the courts. 


By J. PATRICK COOLICAN 
patrick.coolican@startribune.com 


Attorney General Lori Swan- 
sonissued an opinion Thursday 
that state Sen. Michelle Fisch- 
bach, who is slated to become 
Minnesota’s lieutenant gover- 
nor in January, would violate the 
Minnesota Constitution if she 
tries to simultaneously stay in 
the Senate. 

“Potential conflicts exist if 
the same individual were to 
fulfill both executive and leg- 
islative responsibilities,” reads 
the opinion, signed by Solicitor 
General Alan Gilbert. He notes 
that Minnesota courts would 
have to make the ultimate deter- 
mination. 

The opinion sets up a likely 
lawsuit, with Senate DFLers 
trying to eject Republican 
Fischbach from the Senate, cit- 
ing the Constitution’s ban on 
legislators holding “any other 
office.” But Senate Majority 
Leader Paul Gazelka, who wants 
to keep Fischbach in the Senate, 
dismissed Swanson’s opinion. 

“We just received the opin- 
ion of Solicitor General Gilbert, 
and it’s just that — an opinion,” 
Gazelka said, highlighting that 
such opinions are not legally 
binding like those of a judge. 

See FISCHBACH on A8 > 


3M says state 
is too late to 
claim damages 


By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY 
jmarcotty@startribune.com 


It is too late for the state to 
seek damages from 3M over 
drinking water contamina- 
tion in Washington County 
because the Minnesota attor- 
ney general’s office missed the 
six-year statute of limitations, 
company attorneys argued in 
court Thursday. 

Itwasthe first faceoffbetween 
the company and the state in 
the 2010 case over whether 
3M should be held responsible 
for a 100-square-mile plume 
of toxins called PFCs that for 
years have spread throughout 
the region in groundwater and 
into the Mississippi River. The 
state’s experts have estimated 
that it could total up to $5 bil- 
lion in damages tied to treating 
drinking water, lost property 

See 3M on A6> 


WINTER'S WHITE WONDERS 


Migration a chance to track snowy owls, which number just 30,000. 


Story by TAMMY WEBBER ° Photo by CHARLES KRUPA ° Associated Press 


white dot in the distance. As he moved up 

the Lake Michigan shoreline, the speck on 
a breakwater came into view and took his breath 
away: It was a snowy owl, thousands of miles 
from its Arctic home. 

“Tt was an amazing sight,” said Judd, a Chi- 
cago IT consultant. “It’s almost like they’re from 
another world. They captivate people in a way 
that other birds don’t.” 

The large white raptors have descended on 
the Great Lakes region and northeastern U.S. in 


S cott Judd trained his camera lens on the 


huge numbers in recent weeks, hanging out at 
airports, in farm fields, on light poles and along 
beaches, to the delight of bird lovers. 

But for researchers, this winter’s mass migra- 
tion of the owls from their breeding grounds 
above the Arctic Circle is serious business. 

It’s achance to trap and fit some of the visitors 
with tiny transmitters to help track them around 
the globe and study along-misunderstood spe- 


cies whose numbers likely are far fewer than 
previously thought, researchers say. 
See OWLS on A4> 


It was long believed there were about 300,000 snowy owls 
worldwide, but the numbers turned out to be much lower. 
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